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fertilizing, drainage, and reforestation are needed. With proper conservation 
of its resources, Iceland should support many times its present population. 

Cabl O. Sauer. 

The Botany of Iceland. Edited by L. Kolderup-Eosenvinge and Eug. 
Warming. Part 1: 1. The Marine Algal "Vegetation. By Helgi Jonsson. 
186 pp. His. 2. An Account of the Physical Geography of Iceland with 
special reference to the Plant Life. By Th. Thoroddsen. (Published by 
the aid of the Carlsberg Fund.) pp. 192-343. J. Frimodt, Copenhagen, 
1914. 10% x 7. 
Section 1 of this important work deals with the marine vegetation and is 
written by Dr. Helgi J6nsson. The author gives a list of 200 species of marine 
algss found along the coasts of Iceland. The life conditions of the marine 
vegetation (light, salinity, etc.), the horizontal distribution and the components 
of the algse flora are considered in detail. An important chapter treats of the 
vertical distribution of the Icelandic algse. Illustrated with a number of good 
photographs, the sixth chapter gives an account of the marine algal vegeta- 
tion and the sea-grass vegetation, which the author arranges under the captions 
1. The Littoral Zone: (a) the photophilous communities, (b) the shade vege- 
tation, (c) the vegetation of the tidal pools; 2. The Semi-Littoral Zone with 
its several associations; 3. The Sublittoral Zone with its associations. The 
sea-grass vegetation comprises the Zostera association found especially on the 
muddy-clay bottoms. The author gives a useful summary of the periodic 
changes of the marine algse throughout the year with a table of the fruiting 
periods of the species. 

Section 2, Part I, published two years later in 1914, gives a comprehensive 
description of the physical geography of Iceland, its lowlands, snow mountains, 
plateaus, rivers, hot springs, geysers and snow fields. The geology is given in 
detail in connection with the volcanic activity displayed by Hekla and other 
volcanoes, with the deposit of lavas and beds of ashes. The main features of 
the climate are made prominent. Chapter IV treats of the general distribu- 
tion of plant life and Chapter V is an interesting sketch of the chief plant 
formations of Iceland, such as that of the coast line, of the fresh water, wet 
soil, river gravels, rocky flats, sandy tracts, lava streams, the grassland, the 
home-field, the heather moors and birch coppices where Betula Odorata may 
grow to a height of 8-9 meters. John W. Harshbebgeb. 

Iceland : Horseback Tours in Saga Land. By W. S. C. Russell, xii 
and 314 pp. Ills., index. R. G. Badger, Toronto, 1914. $2. 8 x 5%. 
The author's experience as geologist during the summer of 1911, in the 
Stackhouse expedition, and in his other visits to Iceland in 1909, 1910 and 
1913, make a book of considerable interest to the earth scientist. On the other 
hand, the volume is well designed for popular reading. To the geologist the 
more or less fragmentary references to earth features are suggestive. A Ter- 
tiary tree, five inches in diameter, with replacements by zeolites and chalcedony, 
and the discovery of Pliocene shells indicate the possibilities of future work 
along this line on the east coast. Some lignitic beds were found, but the au- 
thor declares against any probable extent of coal beds, because "the fierce 
volcanic fires would have destroyed this substance had it ever existed." He 
seems to have forgotten that anthracite beds of considerable importance have 
been developed by the baking due to intruded lavas. The great volcanic mass 
of Hecla, the geyser region and the numerous areas of extinct volcanoes are 
interestingly described. The industry and intelligence of the people and their 
honesty are emphasized. The photographs are numerous and excellent. 

F. V. Emerson. 

WORLD AND PARTS OP IT 

Social Forces in England and America. By H. G. Wells. 415 pp. 

Harper & Brothers, New York, 1914. $2. 9x6. 
A collection of uncorrected essays, ranging from Bleriot's crossing of the 
English Channel by aeroplane, to the contemporary novel, the endowment of 
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motherhood, and the conquest by man, in his evolution, of the natural forces 
by which he is surrounded. Mr. Wells allows his fancy, which has hitherto 
more often played on the scientific fiction of the Jules Verne order, to rove 
over the fields of Socialist endeavor. The most striking thing in his book is 
his prevision of the then future, but now present war between England and 
Germany. Strange to say, his forecast of naval strategy, tactics and fight- 
ing has been verified in every detail up to the present writing, while his pre- 
diction of the outcome of operations on land is entirely contrary to the facts 
as they have happened. Mr. Wells calls himself an adherent of Socialism, but 
not of the red flag anarchistic Socialism common in this country. He follows 
that more comfortable British Socialism, which looks forward to a society, in 
which every man will do a small amount of work and will have much time 
for leisure and self -improvement. David H. Btjel. 

Latin America: Its Rise and Progress. By F. Garcia Calderon. 
Translated by Bernard Miall. 400 pp. Map, ills., index. Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons, New York, 1913. $3. 9x6. 

The history, politics, economic and social science, literature, philosophy and 
other phases of the Latin American countries are considered. The author also 
discusses what he styles the German, North American and Japanese perils. 
Concerning these perils — Germans are dispersed throughout Chile, Venezuela, 
Peru and Central America, and are concentrated in Brazil in the provinces of 
Santa Catalina, Parana, and Bio Grande do Sul. There are 350,000 Germans 
ruling the municipalities, enjoying the rights of self-government, and living in 
aristocratic isolation. They retain the German language, traditions, and 
prejudices. Calderon, however, does not consider the German peril as serious. 
He points out that the 350,000 Germans are lost in the mass of 19,000,000 
Brazilians; that theoretically it would take 18,000,000 to 20,000,000 German 
emigrants to make these states German, and that in the last ten years barely 
30,000 Germans have left their Fatherland and these are divided among the 
United States, Central America, and Brazil. The Italians are invading Ar- 
gentine and Southern Brazil, more than 50,000 emigrating from Italy annually. 
The Italians' affinities are the same as those of the natives, they adapt them- 
selves to the new country, and transmit their Latin heritage to their children. 

As for the North American peril, ' ' the tutelage of the United States seems 
to Latin Americans to be more dangerous than the German invasion. To save 
themselves from Yankee imperialism the American democracies would almost 
accept a German alliance, or the aid of Japanese arms; everywhere the Amer- 
icans of the North are feared." 

In the chapter on the Japanese peril, the author believes that "before rul- 
ing America the Japanese, exposed to the hostility of the Californians, will 
fight in the North the great battle that will decide their fate." 

The conclusion of the book is given to the problems which Latin America 
faces: problems of unity, race, population, financial conditions, and politics. 
There are numerous photographs of Latin American leaders; also a large map 
showing the sources of the principal products and industries of the various 
-countries. This work, written by a Peruvian diplomatist, is well worth 
thoughtful consideration. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

West Indies and Guiana. With Honduras, Bermuda and the Falklands. 
6 lectures prepared for the Visual Instruction Committee of the Colonial 
Office. By A. E. Aspinall. (Visual Instruction Committee Handbooks 
No. 6.) 152 pp. Map, ills. G. Philip & Son, London, 1914. 8d. 7% 
x5%. 

The physiography, geology, industries and life of these countries are con- 
sidered, together with their history from the days of the earliest explorers. 
Descriptions of present day scenes and places add vividness to the text. The 
•chapter on British Honduras says that "the greater part of the interior of 
British Honduras is still unexplored, and the western boundary is an artificial 
•one, of which part only has been surveyed." Also of interest is the descrip- 



